Acute inflammatory reaction following placement of sodium hyaluronate-carboxymethylcellulose barrier in a young woman undergoing gynecologic surgery: a case report.
Hyaluronate-carboxymethylcellulose (HA-CMC) is commonly used to inhibit adhesion formation in women undergoing gynecologic surgery. A 38-year old woman underwent a bilateral salpingo-oophorectomy for the indication of persistent pelvic pain following a hysterectomy, an ovarian cyst and endometriosis. HA-CMC was placed at the time of surgery. The patient returned to the operating room on postoperative day 3 with an acute inflammatory reaction and small bowel obstruction. A mast cell infiltrate and acute serosal damage was observed on final histopathology of the resection portion of small bowel. Few case reports describing adverse events with the use of HA-CMC have been published. This patient appears to have had a paradoxical inflammatory reaction to this adhesion barrier.